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RALLY BRINGS LARGE CROWD TO STATE CAPITOL

On March 22, a remarkable turn-
out of concerned Nebraskans—

parents, grandparents, students,
educators and others, from many
communities around the state—filled
the north terrace plaza and steps and
surrounding area of the Nebraska
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State Capitol. They rallied
in support of parental
choice in education and
LB 50, legislation that
would establish a state
income-tax credit for con-
tributions to scholarship
programs that would
enable more students to
enroll at private elementary
and secondary schools.
The large crowd, which

mitment to advancing the legislation
and spoke with passion about paren-
tal choice in education.

“We need real change in our over-
all educational system, which begins
by allowing parents the freedom to
participate in the selection of their
children’s school, including with tools
such as tax-credit-supported scholar-
ships,” said Jim Stolze, president of
the 16,000-member Nebraska Federa-
tion of Catholic School Parents and
emcee for the event.

The Archbishop of Omaha, Most
Rev. George J. Lucas, addressed rally
participants. “Itis a privilege to join
so many adults and students from all
across Nebraska at our State Capitol,”
he said. “We hope to highlight the
God-given right of parents to choose
the best educational setting possible
for their children. We believe that

was estimated at 3000-3500
by security personnel and included
more than 20 busloads, was assem-
bled when the Speaker of the Ne-
braska Legislature, Senator Mike
Flood from Notfolk, welcomed the
participants. Senators Bob Krist of
Omaha and Tony Fulton of Lincoln,
the introducer and co-sponsor of
LB 50 respectively, stated their com-

LB 50 can help Nebraska parents
secure that right.”

Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz of the
Lincoln Diocese and Bishop William
Dendinger of the Grand Island Dio-
cese also participated. They were
joined by the three Diocesan Superin-
tendents of Catholic schools in
Nebraska.

“Where is this idea of tax-credit-
supported scholarships working?”
asked Jeremy Murphy, Associate
Director for Education Issues at the
Nebraska Catholic Conference and
executive secre-
tary for NFCSP.
He answered, “In
eight different
states, including
our neighbor
Iowa and Ari-
zona, Florida,
Georgia, Indiana, |
Pennsylvania, Senator Bob Krist
Rhode Island and Oklahoma.” He
added, “Why not Nebraska?” He de-
scribed the tax-credit proposal of LB
50 as “a modest, limited investment
that would yield a high return.”

Two students who are seniors at
Catholic high schools in Omaha spoke
about the meaningful impact of Catho-
lic education on their lives. They were
Sara Gilg from Roncalli Catholic and
Ember Stolze from Daniel J. Gross
High School. Regarding I.B 50, Ember
said, “This may be the bill that defines

the education of our generation and

i many to come.”

Musical entertainment was provided
by the choir from Lincoln Pius X High
School and the Kateri Warriors from
St. Augustine Mission School at
Winnebago.

The rally was characterized by the
participants’ high level of energy and
enthusiasm.

Media outlets covering the rally in-
cluded KVSS Spirit Catholic Radio;
KETV and KPTM-TV from Omaha;
KLKN-TV from Lincoln; KOLN/
KGIN TV 10/11 from Lincoln/Grand
Island; KHAS-TV from Hastings; and
KFOR 1240-AM from Lincoln.
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SUPREMELY SCHOOL CHOICE

On April 4, the United States
Supreme Court upheld Arizona’s
successfully operating scholarship-tax-
credit program against a taxpayer chal-
lenge based upon an alleged violation
of the Establishment Clause of the
U.S. Constitution. The decision
reversed the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court
of Appeals.

Writing for the Court’s 5-4 major-
ity, Justice Anthony Kennedy con-
cluded that the plaintiffs did not have
standing as taxpayers to challenge the
scholarship program, because no
money is extracted and spent by

Arizona in support of the program.
Justice Kennedy explained that when
Arizona taxpayers contribute to a
Scholarship Tuition Organization
they spend their own money. By
allowing a tax credit, Arizona de-
clines to collect tax dollars. The
money contributed to an STO is not
government money, for it never en-
ters the tax collector’s hands.
Justice Kennedy wrote, “A dis-
senter whose tax dollars are ex-
tracted and spent knows that he or
she has in some small measure been
made to contribute to an establish-

ment in violation of conscience.” But
he emphasized the key distinction: that
a tax credit does not extract taxes, but
supports taxpayers who spend their own
money for legislatively authorized
purposes.

Arizona’s program of tax-credit
support for contributions to scholarships
used for tuition costs at non-
governmental elementary and secondary
schools has existed since 1997.

Nebraska’s LB 50, currently held by
the Legislature’s Revenue Committee, is
modeled after elements of the Arizona
law.

BILL MCGAHAN, AN ENDURING EXAMPLE OF SERVICE, RETIRING

Bill and Marilyn McGahan

Talk about commitment and dedi-
cation. Bill McGahan of North Platte
is a stellar example of both. How
about 45 years worth of example? At
the end of the current school term, he
will retire after that length of
service to the Catholic schools in his
community, the last 37 years as Super-
intendent. He started as a music and
English teacher in the high school.

Bill McGahan’s service not only has
been extremely helpful to North Platte
Catholic Schools, but to the entire
state’s Catholic school community, the
Nebraska Catholic Conference and the
Nebraska Federation of Catholic
School Parents. He has been a tireless
advocate for Catholic schools, stu-
dents, educators and families. On nu-
merous occasions, whenever asked, he
willingly represented these interests in
testimony before committees of the
State Legislature as well as the State
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Board of Education and the Ne-
braska Department of Education.
His persistence, diligence and perse-
verance have been remarkable.

“Bill McGahan is a champion of
champions when it comes to advo-
cating for Catholic education in the
State of Nebraska,” said Jim Cun-
ningham, Executive Director of the
Nebraska Catholic Conference, who
has known and worked with
McGahan for more than 30 years.
“In addition to his willingness to
step up in the public-policy arena,
Bill has been a valuable resource,
never reserved or reticent about pro-
viding input on key educational is-
sues, both substantive and techni-
cal,” Cunningham added. “He has
had a big reservoir of experiences
from which to draw.”

In 2009, Superintendent
McGahan was nationally honored by
the National Catholic Education
Association and presented with its
Secondary Education award.

“Good education hasn’t
changed,” Bill McGahan recently
told a reporter. “The tools are dif-
ferent, of course, but education it-
self—good instruction and good
learning—will always remain pretty
much the same. That’s dependent,
of course, on the investment of both

teachers and students.”

Joining Bill in retirement will be his
wife of 46 years, Marilyn. She has been a
part of the educational community in
North Platte for 40 years and is retiring as
vice-president of a division of Mid-Plains
Community College.

“We’re looking forward to finally
having days that don’t run from 6:30 in
the morning until 9 o’clock at night,” Bill
said. The McGahans have five children
and 14 grandchildren. They long have
been, active parishioners at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church in North Platte.

“I think one reason we’ve stayed
involved in Catholic education, and are
such strong supporters of it, is it’s an op-
portunity to assist parents in the faith for-
mation of their children and the families.
Obur faith is such a strong part of the way
we live our lives, that you want to share
that with others,” Bill said.

The McGahans were honored March
26 at a festive gathering in North Platte of
some 400 people, including alumni, col-
leagues, family and friends.

As if 45 years of service were not
enough, at the celebration, Bill McGahan
announced a large estate gift to the North
Platte Catholic Schools Endowment from
him and his siblings, including the home-
stead held by the family since 1886.

Credit: Ashlee Schuette, special correspondent to
nebraska.statepaper.com for excerpts of the story.
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CONTACTING YOUR STATE SENATOR Gonapoy | piling Address
You can e-mail senators through the Nebraska Legislative webpage at District #
http:/ /nebraskalegislature.govor by using the | egisl[PateGapitol first initiafl plus
their last name followed by @leg.ne.gov (example: lheidemann@leg.ne.gov ). P. O. Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
Dst. Senator Capitol # Room From Dst. Senator Capitol # Room From
1 Heidemann, Lavon 471-2733 1004  Elk Creek 26 McGill, Amanda 471-2610 1212 Lincoln
2 Pankonin, Dave 471-2613 1101  Louisville 27 Coash, Colby 471-2632 2028 Lincoln
3 Price, Scott 471-2627 1528  Bellevue 28 Avery, Bill 471-2633 1114 Lincoln
4 Pirsch, Pete 471-2621 1404  Omaha 29 Fulton, Tony 471-2734 2107 Lincoln
5 Mello, Heath 471-2710 1206  Omaha 30 Wallman, Norm 471-2620 1406 Cortland
6 Nelson, John E. 471-2714 2108  Omaha 31 Pahls, Rich 471-2327 1401 Omaha
7 Nordquist, Jeremy J. 471-2721 2004  Omaha 32 Karpisek, Russ 471-2711 1015  Wilber
8 Harr, Burke J. 471-2722 1115  Omaha 33 Utter, Dennis 471-2712 2015 Hastings
9 Howard, Gwen 471-2723 1124  Omaha 34 Dubas, Annette 471-2630 1018  Fullerton
10 Krist, Bob 471-2718 1117  Omaha 35 Gloor, Mike 471-2617 1523  Grand Island
11 Council, Brenda J 471-2612 1120  Omaha 36 Wightman, John 471-2642 2010 Lexington
12 Lathrop, Steve 471-2623 2000 Omaha 37 Hadley, Galen 471-2726 2104 Kearney
13 Cook, Tanya 471-2727 1208  Omaha 38 Carlson, Tom 471-2732 1022 Holdrege
14 Smith, Jim 471-2730 1115  Papillion 39 McCoy, Beau 471-2885 1522 Omaha
15 Janssen, Charlie 471-2625 1403  Fremont 40 Larson, Tyson 471-28 01 1019 06
16 Brasch, Lydia 471-2728 1529  Tekamah 41 Sullivan, Kate 471-2631 1118 Cedar Rapids
17 Bloomfield, Dave 471-2716 1117  So Sioux City 42 Hansen, Tom 471-2729 1012 North Platte
18 Lautenbaugh, Scott 471-2618 1021  Omaha 43 Fischer, Deb 471-2628 1110 Valentine
19 Flood, Mike 471-2929 2103  Norfolk 44 Christensen, Mark R.  471-2805 1000 Imperial
20 Ashford, Brad 471-2622 1103  Omaha 45 Cornett, Abbie 471-2615 1116 Bellevue
21 Haar, Ken 471-2673 1017  Malcolm 46 Conrad, Danielle 471-2720 1008 Lincoln
22 Schumacher, Paul 471-2715 1019  Platte Center 47 Schilz, Ken 471-2616 1202 Ogallala
23 Langemeier, Chris 471-2719 1210  Schuyler 48 Harms, John N. 471-2802 2011  Scottsbluff
24 Adams, Greg 471-2756 1107  York 49 Louden, LeRoy J. 471-2725 1016 Ellsworth
25 Campbell, Kathy 471-2731 1402 Lincoln (clip and save for future reference)
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To NURTURE THE SouL BRIEF SCHOOL BITSé PRAYER FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN HONOR
OF A NATION OF MOTHER ELIZABETH ANN SETON
The Alliance for Catholic Education 1 Lourdes Central Loving God,
at the _UmverSlty_Of Notre Dame has Catholic High School You called Mother Seton to found
established a national advocacy group of Nebraska City re- the first free Catholic school in the
for Catholic schools. It is known as cently won its fourth U.S.; In her name, we ask you to bleg}

ACER Advocates for Catholic Schools. consecutive small Cathq”c schools and all who teach al
learn in them.

You gave Mother Seton an endurifg
love for scripture and a heart to serve
the needy; Help our schools to instill

The goal is to create and build a na-
tional service movement in support of
Catholic elementary and secondary
schools. Participants receive news up-

school championship in the state
Academic Decathalon. Colby
McGinley of Lourdes won the

dates, access to an online community, overaclil :EP ;'ndi\;'ldual scorer young people a _|aSting love for your
spiritual resources, advocacy formation ?war s the ﬁrs hlmle;.or.n.eone Word anclj a dg.‘s_lrehto help others.
programs and more. They commit to rom a small school division won You planted in her courage, streng
. . that award. and joy to meet the challenges of life;
working together to help build stronger o hel Cause these same gifts to grow in th
Catholic schools through community, Creighton Prep won the large d ) hool di i
- o school division. Congratulations students in our schools and in our pa
service and prayer activities. programs and in each of our hearts, s
he visi hich ACE is based  to both schools! . ]
The vision upon whic 1s base that we, too, can grow in grace when
is described as follows: acting together, { Congratulations to Sean Lynch (|| difficulties arise.
we can truly onurt uileseventh graderattendinfy Sta St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, first nativ§
tiond by first buil Wentelaus Schooliti Omealvarfor c f§| born saint of the United States, pray f
dren, families, schools and communities. ~winning the State Geography Bee. us; through Christ our Lord, Amen
For more information about ACE, Sean won by correctly answering National Catholic Educational Association
including sign-up, visit http:// that Pakistan uses the rupee as its CITEEELE
ace.nd.edu/fellowship/membership. currency.

Parent Advocate http://nebcathcon.org/education_issues.htm
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