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Q12. [If “Private School” from Question 11]  Please specify the type of Private School.  

Q14.  “How familiar are you with charter schools in K-12 education?”  			 

Q16.  “How familiar are you with ‘virtual schools’ in K-12 education?  These schools are sometimes called 
‘cyber schools’ and ‘online schools.’ “			 

Q30.  “How familiar are you with ‘school vouchers’ in K-12 education?”			 

TOTAL LIKELY VOTERS

K-12 Parent

City or Region
Panhandle

North-Central
South-Central

Eastern
Omaha
Lincoln

Urban
Suburban

Small Town
Rural

Democrat
Republican

Independent

Age Group
18 – 25
26 – 35
36 – 45
46 – 55
56 – 65
Over 65

Male
Female

African American
Hispanic

White

Catholic
Protestant

None

Household Income
Under $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $150,000 
Over $150,000 

Self or Family in Union?
Union Ties

Charter School Familiar*
%

53

56

42
51
57
53
52
54

50
51
54
53

52
54
49

55
53
52
46
58
56

52
53

61
54
53

52
52
55

51
51
54
54
53

51

Virtual School Familiar*
%

37

35

42
38
35
40
28
40

41
32
38
37

32
40
41

23
41
35
43
35
38

38
36

30
46
36

38
37
34

52
32
38
37
35

36

School Voucher Familiar*
%

55

55

62
54
54
53
57
61

53
52
56
56

55
56
50

60
56
54
51
60
54

56
55

43
51
56

50
59
49

55
57
54
54
53

53

N=

1,200

528

69
96
203
512
210
110

109
184
439
468

406
571
181

103
262
375
193
121
146

587
613

44
93

1,011

337
732
108

104
423
453
145
75

118

* Familiarity combines the responses including "Very Familiar" and "Somewhat Familiar."
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Q15.  “Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, 
and are exempt from many existing public school regulations.  In general, do you favor or oppose this idea?”	 	
	
			 

TOTAL LIKELY VOTERS

K-12 Parent

City or Region
Panhandle

North-Central
South-Central

Eastern
Omaha
Lincoln

Urban
Suburban

Small Town
Rural

Democrat
Republican

Independent

Age Group
18 – 25
26 – 35
36 – 45
46 – 55
56 – 65
Over 65

Male
Female

African American
Hispanic

White

Catholic
Protestant

None

Household Income
Under $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $150,000 
Over $150,000 

Self or Family in Union?
Union Ties

“Somewhat” or “Strongly” Favor 
%

48

50

43
52
53
47
47
46

44
52
47
48

51
46
50

42
50
49
44
54
47

49
47

50
51
47

55
45
44

49
46
49
50
51

51

Favor-Oppose Gap 
%

+5

+8

(-4)
+14
+15
+4

EVEN
(-1)

(-4)
+11
+3
+6

+10
EVEN
+10

(-7)
+8
+8
(-4)
+17

EVEN

+8
+2

+7
+15
+3

+18
EVEN

(-1)

+10
+2
+6
+7
+8

+6

N=

1,200

528

69
96
203
512
210
110

109
184
439
468

406
571
181

103
262
375
193
121
146

587
613

44
93

1,011

337
732
108

104
423
453
145
75

118
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Q18.  “Some states give tax credits to individuals and businesses if they contribute money to nonprofit 
organizations that distribute private school scholarships.  This policy supports a “tax-credit scholarship system.”  
If a proposal were made in Nebraska to create such a system, would you favor or oppose such plan?”		

TOTAL LIKELY VOTERS

K-12 Parent

City or Region
Panhandle

North-Central
South-Central

Eastern
Omaha
Lincoln

Urban
Suburban

Small Town
Rural

Democrat
Republican

Independent

Age Group
18 – 25
26 – 35
36 – 45
46 – 55
56 – 65
Over 65

Male
Female

African American
Hispanic

White

Catholic
Protestant

None

Household Income
Under $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $150,000 
Over $150,000 

Self or Family in Union?
Union Ties

“Somewhat” or “Strongly” Favor 
%

55

55

58
56
51
55
55
60

60
49
56
56

52
59
53

59
55
54
61
54
49

56
55

61
57
56

56
54
57

58
54
56
50
61

59

Favor-Oppose Gap 
%

+14

+15

+22
+14
+8
+16
+12
+20

+22
(-1)
+17
+17

+8
+21
+9

+23
+12
+13
+27
+13
+4

+16
+14

+27
+19
+15

+15
+13
+19

+22
+12
+16
+6
+28

+22

N=

1,200

528

69
96
203
512
210
110

109
184
439
468

406
571
181

103
262
375
193
121
146

587
613

44
93

1,011

337
732
108

104
423
453
145
75

118
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Q31.  “School vouchers allow parents the option of sending their children to the school of their choice, whether 
that school is public or private, including both religious and non-religious schools.  If this policy were adopted, tax 
dollars currently allocated to a school district would be allocated to parents in the form of a “school voucher” to help 
pay tuition for the school where they choose to send their child.  In general, do you favor or oppose this idea?”	
			 

TOTAL LIKELY VOTERS

K-12 Parent

City or Region
Panhandle

North-Central
South-Central

Eastern
Omaha
Lincoln

Urban
Suburban

Small Town
Rural

Democrat
Republican

Independent

Age Group
18 – 25
26 – 35
36 – 45
46 – 55
56 – 65
Over 65

Male
Female

African American
Hispanic

White

Catholic
Protestant

None

Household Income
Under $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $150,000 
Over $150,000 

Self or Family in Union?
Union Ties

“Somewhat” or “Strongly” Favor 
%

55

51

51
52
55
54
58
60

57
56
57
53

53
54
63

57
58
52
57
55
54

56
54

34
52
56

56
54
57

56
58
49
58
69

61

Favor-Oppose Gap 
%

+14

+7

+8
+7
+14
+12
+21
+22

+18
+16
+17
+10

+11
+11
+30

+16
+21
+7
+17
+13
+16

+16
+12

(-32)
+7
+16

+16
+12
+16

+15
+19
+2
+22
+44

+25

N=

1,200

528

69
96
203
512
210
110

109
184
439
468

406
571
181

103
262
375
193
121
146

587
613

44
93

1,011

337
732
108

104
423
453
145
75

118
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Part 2 Topline Results & Questionnaire

April 17 – 19, 2009
N = 1,200 Likely Voters
Response Rate = 44%
 

“For this brief interview, if you are completely unsure about your answer or have no feelings for an answer, you can say ‘I 
Don’t Know’.” [ENTER AS “DK”]

What ONE WORD best describes your impression of Nebraska?  Just the one word that best describes Nebraska.  [OPEN-END.  1. 
IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK.”  ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT 
PROBE FOR SECOND RESPONSE]  

Displaying coded response counts ≥ 10 responses.

University of Nebraska Football 133

Ranching 132

Cornhusker 126

Farming 106

Beef 95

Rural 77

Warren Buffett 53

Where the West Begins 50

Conservative 49

Tornado Alley 49

Kool-Aid 48

Poor 42

Flat 37

Arbor Day 36

Backward 34

Large State 34

The Good Life 34

Green 25

I am going to name several issues facing the State of Nebraska, and I would like you to select the one that is most 2. 
important to you…  [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Jobs and Economic Growth 28%

Taxes 18%

Housing 15%

K-12 Education 14%

Healthcare 12%

Undecided/Other 8%

Crime 5%
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How would you rate Nebraska’s public school system? 3.	

Excellent 11%

Good 37%

Fair 29%

Poor 11%

Undecided 12%

What 4.	 ONE WORD best describes your impression of Nebraska’s public school system?  Just the one word that 
best describes Nebraska’s education system.    [OPEN-END.  IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, 
ENTER AS “DK”.  ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR SECOND RESPONSE]  

Displaying verbatim and coded impressions, frequency ≥ 11 responses.

Good/Strong Academics 182

Expensive 159

Sports 144

Don’t Know 97

Rural 96

Good/Excellent teachers 84

Up-To-Date 73

Student-Oriented 72

High Quality 61

Bureaucratic 58

Modern 45

Top Notch 45

Old-Fashioned 44

Under-Performing 36

Do you believe that public school funding in Nebraska is at a level that is: 5.	

Too High 38%

About Right 33%

Too Low 29%

Approximately how much do you think is currently spent on each student in Nebraska’s public schools?  Your 6.	
estimate will represent the combined expenditures of local, state, and federal governments.

Less than $3,000 3%

$3,001 – $6,000 16%

$6,001 – $9,000 32%

$9,001 – $12,000 38%

Over $12,000 11%

Do you believe that the typical salary for Nebraska public school teachers is: 7.	

Too High 36%

About Right 32%

Too Low 32%
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Approximately how much do you think is the typical salary for Nebraska’s public school teachers?8.	

Less than $30,000 16%

$30,000 – $40,000 33%

$40,001 – $50,000 34%

$50,001 – $60,000 11%

Over $60,000 6%

Who has the greatest influence on Nebraska’s public school system?  [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]9.	

Local School Boards 24%

State Government 22%

Teachers 17%

Parents 16%

Unions 14%

Undecided/Other 7%

What do you see as the biggest challenge confronting Nebraska’s public school system? [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES 10.	
TO AVOID BIAS]

Lack of Accountability 29%

Poor Engagement with Parents 21%

Poor Student Discipline & Self-control 16%

Overcrowded Schools 13%

Lack of Funding 11%

Overcrowded Classrooms 10%

If it were your decision and you could select any type of school, what type of school would you select in order to obtain 11.	
the best education for your child?  [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Private School 48%

Homeschooling 20%

Regular Public School 16%

Charter School 11%

Virtual School 5%

 [If “Private School” from Question 11]  Please specify the type of Private School.12.	

Religious 57%

Non-religious 43%

Why would you select [answer from question 12] for your child? 13.	
 [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Academic Quality & Curriculum 37%

Extracurricular Activities 13%

Religious or Philosophical Mission 30%

Location, Convenience 9%

Discipline & Safety 8%

Other 3%
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“For the remainder of this interview, if you are completely unsure about your answer or have no feelings for an answer, feel 
free to say ‘I Don’t Know’.”  [ENTER AS “DK”]

How familiar are you with charter schools in K-12 education? [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, 14.	
ENTER AS “DK”]

Very Familiar 22%

Somewhat Familiar 31%

Not That Familiar 25%

I Have Never Heard of “Charter Schools” 15%

Don’t Know 7%

Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, and are 15.	
exempt from many existing public school regulations.  In general, do you favor or oppose this idea?  [IF DEPENDS, 
PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 20%

Somewhat Favor 28%

Somewhat Oppose 22%

Strongly Oppose 21%

Don’t Know 9%

How familiar are you with “virtual schools” in K-12 education?  These schools are sometimes called “cyber schools” 16.	
and “online schools”.  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Very Familiar 3%

Somewhat Familiar 34%

Not That Familiar 45%

I Have Never Heard of “Virtual, Cyber, or Online Schools” 10%

Don’t Know 8%

Virtual schools can be public or private schools that allow elementary, middle, and high school students to work 17.	
with their curriculum and teachers over the Internet, rather than a traditional classroom. In general, do you favor or 
oppose this kind of idea?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”] 

Strongly Favor 11%

Somewhat Favor 29%

Somewhat Oppose 22%

Strongly Oppose 19%

Don’t Know 19%

Some states give tax credits to 18.	 individuals and businesses if they contribute money to nonprofit organizations that 
distribute private school scholarships.  This policy supports a “tax-credit scholarship system”.  If a proposal were 
made in Nebraska to create such a system, would you favor or oppose such plan?  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  
IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 24%

Somewhat Favor 31%

Somewhat Oppose 24%

Strongly Oppose 17%

Don’t Know 4%



Nebraska’s Opinion on K-12 Education and School Choice

27September 2009

Some people believe that tax-credit scholarships should be available to all families, regardless of incomes and special needs.  19.	
Do you agree or disagree with that statement?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Agree 26%

Somewhat Agree 29%

Somewhat Disagree 21%

Strongly Disagree 18%

Don’t Know 6%

Some people believe that tax-credit scholarships should be available to students based on financial need.  Do you 20.	
agree or disagree with that statement?  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Agree 27%

Somewhat Agree 30%

Somewhat Disagree 22%

Strongly Disagree 17%

Don’t Know 4%

Thinking ahead to the next election, when a candidate for Governor, State Senator or Representative supports 21.	
tax-credit scholarships, would that make you more likely to vote for them, less likely to vote for them, or make no 
difference whatsoever in your selection of candidates?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, 
ENTER AS “DK”]

More Likely 19%

Undecided 20%

Less Likely 13%

No Difference 48%

“In this section, I would like to know if you think the following statements are ‘likely’ or ‘unlikely’ to happen if a tax-credit 
scholarship system is implemented in Nebraska.  If you are unsure, feel free to say ‘I Don’t Know.’ ”  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE 
ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”; QUESTIONS 22 – 29 ROTATED TO AVOID BIAS]

Parents will have more options.22.	

Likely 52%

Unlikely 40%

Don’t Know 8%

Parents will need better information for decisions.23.	

Likely 49%

Unlikely 39%

Don’t Know 12%

Parents will have more power.24.	

Likely 51%

Unlikely 41%

Don’t Know 8%
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Private schools will retain students.25.	

Likely 54%

Unlikely 39%

Don’t Know 7%

Public schools and private schools will compete for students.26.	

Likely 56%

Unlikely 35%

Don’t Know 9%

Private schools will not be accountable.27.	

Likely 45%

Unlikely 48%

Don’t Know 7%

Public schools will close.28.	

Likely 34%

Unlikely 59%

Don’t Know 7%

Public schools and private schools will both have incentives to improve.29.	

Likely 57%

Unlikely 38%

Don’t Know 5%

How familiar are you with “school vouchers” in K-12 education?  30.	

Very Familiar 23%

Somewhat Familiar 32%

Not That Familiar 29%

I Have Never Heard of “School Vouchers” 12%

Don’t Know 4%

School vouchers allow parents the option of sending their children to the school of their choice, whether that school 31.	
is public or private, including both religious and non-religious schools.

If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school district would be allocated to parents in the form of 
a “school voucher” to help pay tuition for the school where they choose to send their child.  In general, do you favor 
or oppose this idea?   

Strongly Favor 26%

Somewhat Favor 29%

Somewhat Oppose 22%

Strongly Oppose 19%

Don’t Know 4%
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Demographics

“Now we have a few questions to make sure that we have an accurate sampling of respondents…”

Are you currently the parent or guardian of any school-age children in grades Kindergarten through 12?32.	

Yes 44%

No 55%

Don’t Know 1%

[IF QUESTION 32 ANSWER IS “YES”, GO TO QUESTION 33, OTHERWISE GO TO QUESTION 34]

Do you have a child (or children) attending:33.	

Regular Public School 51%

Private School 23%

Homeschooling 17%

Combination of Two or More “School Types” 5%

Charter School 2%

Virtual School 2%

Do your political views most closely reflect those of a: 34.	

Democrat 34%

Libertarian 1%

Republican 48%

Other Party Affiliation 2%

Independent/No Party Affiliation 15%

What is your zip code? [Based on zip code response, code city or state geographic location:]35.	

Eastern 43%

Omaha 18%

South-Central 17%

Lincoln 9%

North-Central 8%

Panhandle 6%

How would you best describe where you live?36.	

Urban 9%

Suburban 15%

Small Town 37%

Rural 39%

Which of the following age categories do you fall in? 37.	

18 – 25 9%

26 – 35 22%

36 – 45 31%

46 – 55 16%

56 – 65 10%

Over 65 12%
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Are you: 38.	

African American 4%

Asian 2%

Hispanic 8%

Native American 1%

White 84%

Other 1%

What is your religion, if any?39.	

Catholic 28%

Jewish 1%

Baptist 9%

Lutheran 16%

Methodist 11%

Other Protestant 25%

Other Religion 1%

None 9%

Would you tell me into which of the following categories your total family income falls?40.	

Under $25,000 9%

$25,000-$49,999 35%

$50,000 - $74,999 38%

$75,000 - $150,000 12%

Over $150,000 6%

Are you or anyone in your family a union (teacher or labor) member?41.	

Yes 10%

No 88%

Don’t Know 2%

Are you: 42.	

Male 49%

Female 51%
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