
Mo
ra

l I
nt

er
ve

nt
io

ns
 to

 O
ve

rc
om

e 
In

fe
rt

ilit
y 

An
y 

nu
mb

er
 o

f 
mo

ra
lly

 a
cc

ep
ta

ble
 in

te
rv

en
tio

ns
 m

ay
 b

e 
us

ed
 t

o 
ov

er
co

me
 

inf
er

til
ity

.  
Fo

r 
ex

am
ple

, s
ur

ge
ry

 c
an

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
tu

ba
l b

loc
ka

ge
s 

in 
th

e 
ma

le 
or

 fe
ma

le 
re

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
sy

st
em

 w
hic

h 
pr

ev
en

ts
 fe

rti
liz

at
ion

 fr
om

 ta
kin

g 
pla

ce
.  

Fe
rti

lit
y 

dr
ug

s 
ma

y 
als

o b
e u

se
d, 

wi
th

 th
e c

au
tio

n 
th

at
 la

rg
e 

mu
lti

ple
 pr

eg
na

nc
ies

 m
ay

 pu
t m

ot
he

r a
nd

 in
fa

nt
s 

at
 ri

sk
.  

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
als

o 
ma

ny
 w

ay
s 

of
 tr

ac
kin

g 
na

tu
ra

l r
ep

ro
du

ct
ive

 rh
yt

hm
s 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 

th
e c

ha
nc

es
 fo

r a
ch

iev
ing

 pr
eg

na
nc

y. 
 Th

e P
op

e P
au

l V
I I

ns
tit

ut
e a

t C
re

igh
to

n U
niv

er
sit

y i
n 

Om
ah

a, 
Ne

br
as

ka
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

su
cc

es
sf

ul 
in 

he
lpi

ng
 c

ou
ple

s 
ov

er
co

me
 i

nf
er

til
ity

 u
sin

g 
na

tu
ra

l m
et

ho
ds

. 
Mo

st
 th

eo
log

ian
s 

co
ns

ide
r 

th
e 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
kn

ow
n 

as
 L

TO
T, 

or
 L

ow
er

 T
ub

al 
Ov

um
 

Tr
an

sf
er

, t
o 

be
 m

or
all

y 
ac

ce
pt

ab
le.

  
Th

is 
inv

olv
es

 tr
an

sfe
rr

ing
 th

e 
wi

fe
’s 

eg
g 

be
yo

nd
 a

 
blo

ck
ag

e 
in 

th
e 

fa
llo

pia
n 

tu
be

 s
o 

th
at

 m
ar

ita
l r

ela
tio

ns
 c

an
 re

su
lt 

in 
pr

eg
na

nc
y. 

 A
no

th
er

 
me

th
od

, m
or

e 
mo

ra
lly

 co
nt

ro
ve

rs
ial

, is
 ca

lle
d 

GI
FT

, o
r G

am
et

e 
Int

ra
-F

all
op

ian
 Tr

an
sfe

r. 
 It

 
inv

olv
es

 o
bt

ain
ing

 a
 h

us
ba

nd
’s 

sp
er

m 
fo

llo
wi

ng
 m

ar
ita

l r
ela

tio
ns

 a
nd

 a
sp

ira
tin

g 
an

 e
gg

 
fro

m 
th

e w
ife

’s 
ov

ar
y. 

 Eg
g a

nd
 sp

er
m 

ar
e p

lac
ed

 in
 a 

tin
y t

ub
e s

ep
ar

at
ed

 by
 an

 ai
r b

ub
ble

, 
an

d 
th

e 
co

nt
en

ts
 o

f t
he

 tu
be

 a
re

 th
en

 in
jec

te
d 

int
o 

th
e 

wi
fe

’s 
fa

llo
pia

n 
tu

be
 w

ith
 th

e 
ho

pe
 

th
at

 fe
rti

liz
at

ion
 w

ill 
oc

cu
r. 

 S
om

e 
th

eo
log

ian
s 

co
ns

ide
r 

th
is 

to
 b

e 
a 

re
pla

ce
me

nt
 o

f t
he

 
ma

rit
al 

ac
t, 

an
d 

th
er

ef
or

e 
im

mo
ra

l.  
Ot

he
r t

he
olo

gia
ns

 se
e 

it 
as

 a
ss

ist
ing

 th
e 

ma
rit

al 
ac

t, 
an

d 
th

er
ef

or
e 

pe
rm

iss
ibl

e. 
 B

ec
au

se
 th

e 
te

ac
hin

g 
au

th
or

iti
es

 o
f t

he
 C

hu
rc

h⎯
th

e 
Po

pe
 

an
d 

bis
ho

ps
⎯

ha
ve

 n
ot

 m
ad

e 
a 

jud
gm

en
t a

bo
ut

 G
IFT

, C
at

ho
lic

 c
ou

ple
s 

ar
e 

fre
e 

to
 c

ho
os

e 
it 

or
 re

jec
t i

t d
ep

en
din

g o
n t

he
 gu

ida
nc

e o
f t

he
ir 

ow
n c

on
sc

ien
ce

.  I
f t

he
 te

ac
hin

g a
ut

ho
rit

y 
of

 th
e 

Ch
ur

ch
 s

ho
uld

 ju
dg

e 
th

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

to
 b

e 
im

mo
ra

l, h
ow

ev
er

, G
IFT

 s
ho

uld
 n

o 
lon

ge
r 

be
 us

ed
. Th

e 
Ch

ur
ch

 h
as

 g
re

at
 c

om
pa

ss
ion

 fo
r 

th
os

e 
wh

o 
su

ffe
r 

fro
m 

inf
er

til
ity

.  
Ou

t o
f 

lov
e 

fo
r 

all
 h

um
an

 li
fe

 a
nd

 r
es

pe
ct

 fo
r 

th
e 

int
eg

rit
y 

of
 m

ar
ita

l r
ela

tio
ns

, h
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 
Ch

ur
ch

 te
ac

he
s 

th
at

 s
om

e 
me

an
s 

of
 tr

yin
g 

to
 a

ch
iev

e 
pr

eg
na

nc
y 

ar
e 

no
t l

ici
t. 

 S
om

e 
of

 
th

es
e m

ea
ns

 a
ct

ua
lly

 in
vo

lve
 th

e 
ta

kin
g o

f i
nn

oc
en

t h
um

an
 lif

e, 
or

 tr
ea

tin
g 

hu
ma

n 
life

 as
 a 

me
an

s t
ow

ar
d a

n 
en

d o
r a

 “m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

d p
ro

du
ct

.” 
 Th

ey
 do

 vi
ole

nc
e 

to
 th

e 
dig

nit
y o

f t
he

 
hu

ma
n p

er
so

n. 
In 

Am
er

ica
 w

e 
ha

ve
 a

 te
nd

en
cy

 to
 th

ink
 th

at
 w

e 
ca

n 
so

lve
 a

ll 
pr

ob
lem

s 
wi

th
 th

e 
rig

ht
 “

te
ch

no
log

y.”
  

Bu
t c

hil
dr

en
 a

re
 n

ot
 e

ng
en

de
re

d 
by

 te
ch

no
log

y 
or

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 a
n 

ind
us

try
.  

Ch
ild

re
n 

sh
ou

ld 
ar

ise
 f

ro
m 

an
 a

ct
 o

f 
lov

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
a 

hu
sb

an
d 

an
d 

wi
fe

, i
n 

co
op

er
at

ion
 w

ith
 G

od
.  N

o h
um

an
 be

ing
 ca

n “
cr

ea
te

” t
he

 im
ag

e o
f G

od
.  T

ha
t i

s w
hy

 w
e s

ay
 

th
at

 h
um

an
 b

ein
gs

 “
pr

oc
re

at
e”

 w
ith

 G
od

.  
En

ge
nd

er
ing

 c
hil

dr
en

 is
 a

 c
oo

pe
ra

tiv
e 

ac
t 

am
on

g 
hu

sb
an

d, 
wi

fe
, a

nd
 G

od
 h

im
se

lf. 
 C

hil
dr

en
, in

 th
e 

fin
al 

an
aly

sis
, s

ho
uld

 b
e 

be
go

tte
n 

no
t m

ad
e. 

 Dr
. H

aa
s 

is 
Pr

es
ide

nt
 o

f t
he

 N
ati

on
al 

Ca
th

oli
c 

Bio
eth

ics
 C

en
te

r, 
Bo

sto
n, 

Ma
ss

ac
hu

se
tts

 a
nd

 a
 c

on
su

lta
nt

 to
 th

e 
NC

CB
 

Co
mm

itt
ee

 fo
r P

ro
-L

ife
 Ac

tiv
itie

s. 
 

  
     

B
EG

O
TT

EN
 N

O
T 

M
A

D
E:

 A
 

CA
TH

O
LI

C 
V

IE
W

 O
F 

R
EP

R
O

D
U

CT
IV

E 
TE

CH
N

O
LO

GY
 

By
: J

oh
n M

. H
aa

s, 
Ph

.D
., S

.T.
L. 

In
fe

rt
ili

ty
 is

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

pr
ob

le
m

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.  
A

nd
 in

 tr
ue

 A
m

er
ic

an
 f

as
h

io
n,

 th
er

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

 c
or

re
sp

on
di

ng
 g

ro
w

th
 in

 a
 ìr

ep
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

te
ch

no
lo

gi
es

 in
du

st
ry

î t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
so

lu
ti

on
. 

 

It 
is 

qu
ite

 le
git

im
at

e, 
ind

ee
d 

pr
ais

ew
or

th
y, 

to
 t

ry
 t

o 
fin

d 
wa

ys
 t

o 
ov

er
co

me
 

inf
er

til
ity

.  
Th

e 
pr

ob
lem

 c
au

se
s 

gr
ea

t p
ain

 a
nd

 a
ng

uis
h 

fo
r m

an
y 

ma
rr

ied
 c

ou
ple

s. 
 S

inc
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

a 
wo

nd
er

fu
l g

ift
 o

f 
ma

rr
iag

e, 
it 

is 
a 

go
od

 t
hin

g 
to

 t
ry

 t
o 

ov
er

co
me

 t
he

 
ob

st
ac

les
 w

hic
h p

re
ve

nt
 ch

ild
re

n f
ro

m 
be

ing
 co

nc
eiv

ed
 an

d b
or

n. 
In 

ou
r 

da
y 

ma
ny

 te
ch

niq
ue

s 
an

d 
th

er
ap

ies
 h

av
e 

be
en

 d
ev

elo
pe

d 
to

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
inf

er
til

ity
.  

In 
th

e 
Un

ite
d 

St
at

es
 a

n 
en

tir
e 

“in
du

st
ry

” 
ha

s 
em

er
ge

d 
wi

th
 l

itt
le 

or
 n

o 
go

ve
rn

me
nt

al 
or

 p
ro

fe
ss

ion
al 

re
gu

lat
ion

s 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 th
e 

int
er

es
ts

 o
f t

he
 m

en
, w

om
en

 o
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

wh
o 

be
co

me
 in

vo
lve

d. 
 W

om
en

 r
ec

eiv
e 

fe
rti

lit
y 

dr
ug

s 
wh

ich
 c

an
 r

es
ult

 in
 th

eir
 

co
nc

eiv
ing

 fo
ur

, f
ive

 o
r 

six
 c

hil
dr

en
 a

t o
nc

e, 
ris

kin
g 

th
eir

 o
wn

 h
ea

lth
 a

nd
 th

e 
he

alt
h 

of
 

th
eir

 ch
ild

re
n. 

 S
om

e h
av

e s
ev

er
al 

eg
gs

 fe
rti

liz
ed

 in
 vi

tro
 (i

n a
 gl

as
s d

ish
) w

ith
ou

t r
ea

liz
ing

 
th

at
 th

is 
ma

y 
lea

d 
to

 th
e 

de
st

ru
ct

ion
 o

f t
he

se
 e

mb
ry

os
 o

r 
th

eir
 b

ein
g 

fro
ze

n 
fo

r 
lat

er
 

ex
pe

rim
en

ta
l u

se
. 

Th
e 

ma
ny

 te
ch

niq
ue

s n
ow

 u
se

d 
to

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
inf

er
til

ity
 a

lso
 h

av
e 

pr
of

ou
nd

 m
or

al 
im

pli
ca

tio
ns

, a
nd

 c
ou

ple
s 

sh
ou

ld 
be

 a
wa

re
 o

f t
he

se
 b

ef
or

e 
ma

kin
g 

de
cis

ion
s 

ab
ou

t t
he

ir 
us

e. 
 Ea

ch
 te

ch
niq

ue
 sh

ou
ld 

be
 a

ss
es

se
d 

to
 se

e 
if 

it 
is 

tru
ly 

mo
ra

l, t
ha

t i
s, 

wh
et

he
r o

r n
ot

 
it 

pr
om

ot
es

 hu
ma

n g
oo

d a
nd

 hu
ma

n f
lou

ris
hin

g. 
 A

ll t
he

se
 te

ch
no

log
ies

 to
uc

h i
n 

so
me

 w
ay

 
on

 in
no

ce
nt

 hu
ma

n l
ife

. 
 



Ch
ur

ch
 Te

ac
hi

ng
 

In 
19

87
 th

e 
Sa

cr
ed

 C
on

gr
eg

at
ion

 fo
r 

th
e 

Do
ct

rin
e 

of
 th

e 
Fa

ith
 is

su
ed

 a
 d

oc
um

en
t 

kn
ow

n 
as

 D
on

um
 V

ita
e 

(“T
he

 G
ift

 o
f L

ife
”),

 w
hic

h 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

th
e 

mo
ra

lit
y 

of
 m

an
y 

mo
de

rn
 

fe
rti

lit
y p

ro
ce

du
re

s. 
 Th

e d
oc

um
en

t d
id 

no
t j

ud
ge

 th
e u

se
 of

 te
ch

no
log

y t
o o

ve
rc

om
e i

nf
er

til
ity

 
as

 w
ro

ng
 in

 it
se

lf. 
It 

co
nc

lud
ed

 th
at

 so
me

 m
et

ho
ds

 ar
e m

or
al,

 w
hil

e o
th

er
s⎯

be
ca

us
e t

he
y d

o 
vio

len
ce

 to
 th

e 
dig

nit
y 

of
 th

e 
hu

ma
n 

pe
rs

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
ins

tit
ut

ion
 o

f m
ar

ria
ge
⎯

ar
e 

im
mo

ra
l. 

Do
nu

m 
Vit

ae
 r

ea
ffi

rm
ed

 a
n 

ob
lig

at
ion

 t
o 

pr
ot

ec
t a

ll 
hu

ma
n 

lif
e 

wh
en

 m
ar

rie
d 

co
up

les
 u

se
 

va
rio

us
 te

ch
no

log
ies

 to
 tr

y 
to

 h
av

e 
ch

ild
re

n. 
 W

ith
ou

t q
ue

st
ion

ing
 th

e 
mo

tiv
es

 o
f t

ho
se

 u
sin

g 
th

es
e t

ec
hn

iqu
es

, D
on

um
 Vi

ta
e p

oin
te

d 
ou

t t
ha

t p
eo

ple
 ca

n 
do

 h
ar

m 
to

 th
em

se
lve

s a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

ev
en

 a
s 

th
ey

 tr
y 

to
 d

o 
wh

at
 is

 g
oo

d, 
th

at
 is

, o
ve

rc
om

e 
inf

er
til

ity
.  

Th
e 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
l p

rin
cip

le 
wh

ich
 th

e 
Ch

ur
ch

 u
se

d 
to

 a
ss

es
s 

th
e 

mo
ra

lit
y o

f v
ar

iou
s 

me
an

s 
of

 o
ve

rc
om

ing
 in

fe
rti

lit
y w

as
 

a r
at

he
r s

im
ple

 on
e, 

ev
en

 if
 it

s a
pp

lic
at

ion
 is

 so
me

tim
es

 di
ffi

cu
lt.

 
Do

nu
m 

Vit
ae

 t
ea

ch
es

 t
ha

t 
if 

a 
giv

en
 m

ed
ica

l i
nt

er
ve

nt
ion

 h
elp

s 
or

 a
ss

ist
s 

th
e 

ma
rr

iag
e 

ac
t t

o 
ac

hie
ve

 p
re

gn
an

cy
, i

t m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

ide
re

d 
mo

ra
l; 

if 
th

e 
int

er
ve

nt
ion

 r
ep

lac
es

 
th

e m
ar

ria
ge

 ac
t i

n o
rd

er
 to

 en
ge

nd
er

 lif
e, 

it 
is 

no
t m

or
al.

 
 In

 V
itr

o 
Fe

rt
iliz

at
ion

 
On

e r
ep

ro
du

ct
ive

 te
ch

no
log

y w
hic

h 
th

e C
hu

rc
h 

ha
s c

lea
rly

 an
d 

un
eq

uiv
oc

all
y j

ud
ge

d 
to

 b
e 

im
mo

ra
l i

s 
in 

vit
ro

 fe
rti

liz
at

ion
 o

r I
VF

.  
Un

fo
rtu

na
te

ly,
 m

os
t C

at
ho

lic
s 

ar
e 

no
t a

wa
re

 o
f 

th
e C

hu
rc

h’s
 te

ac
hin

g, 
do

 no
t k

no
w 

th
at

 IV
F i

s i
mm

or
al,

 an
d s

om
e h

av
e u

se
d i

t i
n a

tte
mp

tin
g t

o 
ha

ve
 ch

ild
re

n. 
 If

 a 
co

up
le 

is 
un

aw
ar

e t
ha

t t
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 is

 im
mo

ra
l, t

he
y a

re
 n

ot
 su

bje
ct

ive
ly 

gu
ilt

y o
f s

in.
  C

hil
dr

en
 c

on
ce

ive
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
is 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
ar

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
of

 G
od

 a
nd

 a
re

 lo
ve

d 
by

 
th

eir
 p

ar
en

ts
, a

s 
th

ey
 s

ho
uld

 b
e. 

 L
ike

 a
ll 

ch
ild

re
n, 

re
ga

rd
les

s 
of

 th
e 

cir
cu

ms
ta

nc
es

 o
f t

he
ir 

co
nc

ep
tio

n a
nd

 bi
rth

, t
he

y s
ho

uld
 be

 lo
ve

d, 
ch

er
ish

ed
 an

d c
ar

ed
 fo

r. 
In 

vit
ro

 f
er

til
iza

tio
n 

br
ing

s 
ab

ou
t 

ne
w 

life
 in

 a
 p

et
ri 

dis
h. 

 C
hil

dr
en

 e
ng

en
de

re
d 

th
ro

ug
h I

VF
 ar

e s
om

et
im

es
 kn

ow
n a

s “
te

st
 tu

be
 ba

bie
s.”

  S
ev

er
al 

eg
gs

 ar
e a

sp
ira

te
d f

ro
m 

th
e 

wo
ma

n’s
 o

va
ry

 a
fte

r s
he

 h
as

 ta
ke

n 
a 

fe
rti

lit
y d

ru
g 

wh
ich

 c
au

se
s 

a 
nu

mb
er

 o
f e

gg
s t

o 
ma

tu
re

 
at

 th
e 

sa
me

 ti
me

.  
Se

me
n 

is 
co

lle
ct

ed
 fr

om
 th

e 
ma

n, 
us

ua
lly

 th
ro

ug
h 

ma
st

ur
ba

tio
n. 

 T
he

 e
gg

 
an

d s
pe

rm
 ar

e u
lti

ma
te

ly 
joi

ne
d i

n a
 gl

as
s d

ish
, w

he
re

 co
nc

ep
tio

n 
ta

ke
s p

lac
e a

nd
 th

e n
ew

 lif
e 

is 
all

ow
ed

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
fo

r s
ev

er
al 

da
ys

. I
n 

th
e 

sim
ple

st
 c

as
e, 

em
br

yo
s a

re
 th

en
 tr

an
sf

er
re

d 
to

 
th

e m
ot

he
r’s

 w
om

b i
n t

he
 ho

pe
 th

at
 on

e w
ill 

su
rv

ive
 to

 te
rm

. 
 W

hy
 IV

F i
s 

W
ro

ng
 

Ob
vio

us
ly,

 IV
F 

eli
mi

na
te

s 
th

e 
ma

rr
iag

e 
ac

t a
s 

th
e 

me
an

s 
of

 a
ch

iev
ing

 p
re

gn
an

cy
, 

ins
te

ad
 of

 he
lpi

ng
 it

 ac
hie

ve
 th

is 
na

tu
ra

l e
nd

.  T
he

 ne
w 

lif
e i

s n
ot

 en
ge

nd
er

ed
 th

ro
ug

h a
n a

ct
 of

 
lov

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
hu

sb
an

d 
an

d 
wi

fe
, b

ut
 b

y 
a 

lab
or

at
or

y 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

pe
rfo

rm
ed

 b
y 

do
ct

or
s 

or
 

te
ch

nic
ian

s. 
 H

us
ba

nd
 a

nd
 w

ife
 a

re
 m

er
ely

 so
ur

ce
s f

or
 th

e “
ra

w 
ma

te
ria

ls”
 of

 eg
g a

nd
 sp

er
m,

 
wh

ich
 a

re
 la

te
r 

ma
nip

ula
te

d 
by

 a
 te

ch
nic

ian
 to

 c
au

se
 th

e 
sp

er
m 

to
 fe

rti
liz

e 
th

e 
eg

g. 
 N

ot
 

inf
re

qu
en

tly
, “

do
no

r”
 e

gg
s 

or
 s

pe
rm

 a
re

 u
se

d. 
 Th

is 
me

an
s t

ha
t t

he
 g

en
et

ic 
fa

th
er

 o
r m

ot
he

r 
of

 th
e 

ch
ild

 c
ou

ld 
we

ll 
be

 s
om

eo
ne

 fr
om

 o
ut

sid
e 

th
e 

ma
rr

iag
e. 

 T
his

 c
an

 c
re

at
e 

a 
co

nf
us

ing
 

sit
ua

tio
n 

fo
r t

he
 c

hil
d 

lat
er

, w
he

n 
he

 o
r s

he
 le

ar
ns

 th
at

 o
ne

 p
ar

en
t r

ais
ing

 h
im

 o
r h

er
 is

 n
ot

 
ac

tu
all

y t
he

 bi
olo

gic
al 

pa
re

nt
. 

Bu
t e

ve
n i

f t
he

 eg
g a

nd
 sp

er
m 

co
me

 fr
om

 hu
sb

an
d a

nd
 w

ife
, s

er
iou

s m
or

al 
pr

ob
lem

s 
ar

ise
.  

Inv
ar

iab
ly 

se
ve

ra
l e

mb
ry

os
 a

re
 b

ro
ug

ht
 in

to
 e

xis
te

nc
e; 

on
ly 

th
os

e 
wh

ich
 s

ho
w 

th
e 

gr
ea

te
st

 p
ro

mi
se

 o
f g

ro
wi

ng
 t

o 
te

rm
 a

re
 im

pla
nt

ed
 in

 t
he

 w
om

b. 
 T

he
 o

th
er

s 
ar

e 
sim

ply
 

dis
ca

rd
ed

 or
 us

ed
 fo

r e
xp

er
im

en
ts

.  T
his

 is
 a 

te
rr

ibl
e o

ffe
ns

e a
ga

ins
t h

um
an

 lif
e. 

 W
hil

e a
 lit

tle
 

ba
by

 m
ay

 u
lti

ma
te

ly 
be

 b
or

n 
be

ca
us

e 
of

 th
is 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e, 
ot

he
r l

ive
s a

re
 u

su
all

y s
nu

ffe
d 

ou
t i

n 
th

e p
ro

ce
ss

. 
To

 av
oid

 th
e p

ro
ble

ms
 of

 ca
rr

yin
g a

nd
 re

ar
ing

 “t
oo

 m
an

y”
 ba

bie
s a

fte
r s

ev
er

al 
ha

ve
 

be
en

 i
mp

lan
te

d, 
do

ct
or

s 
so

me
tim

es
 e

ng
ag

e 
in 

so
me

th
ing

 e
up

he
mi

st
ica

lly
 c

all
ed

 “
fe

ta
l 

re
du

ct
ion

” o
r “

se
lec

tiv
e 

re
du

ct
ion

.” 
 H

er
e 

th
ey

 m
on

ito
r t

he
 b

ab
ies

 in
 ut

er
o t

o 
se

e 
if 

an
y h

av
e 

de
fe

ct
s 

or
 a

re
 ju

dg
ed

 to
 b

e 
no

t a
s 

he
alt

hy
 a

s 
th

e 
ot

he
rs

.  
Th

en
 th

ey
 e

lim
ina

te
 th

os
e 

“le
ss

 
de

sir
ab

le”
 b

ab
ies

 b
y f

illi
ng

 a
 sy

rin
ge

 w
ith

 p
ot

as
siu

m 
ch

lor
ide

, m
an

eu
ve

rin
g 

th
e 

ne
ed

le 
to

wa
rd

 
th

e “
se

lec
te

d”
 b

ab
y i

n 
th

e w
om

b 
wi

th
 th

e a
id 

of
 u

ltr
as

ou
nd

, a
nd

 th
en

 th
ru

st
ing

 th
e 

ne
ed

le 
int

o 
th

e 
ba

by
’s 

he
ar

t. 
 A

ga
in 

we
 s

ee
 th

e 
un

sp
ea

ka
ble

 d
im

ini
sh

ing
 o

f t
he

 v
alu

e 
of

 h
um

an
 li

fe
 w

hic
h 

ca
n a

ris
e f

ro
m 

th
is 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e. 
No

t 
ev

er
yo

ne
 w

ho
 h

as
 h

ad
 a

 c
hil

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
IVF

 h
as

 u
se

d 
do

no
r 

eg
gs

 o
r 

sp
er

m,
 

co
lle

ct
ed

 th
e 

sp
er

m 
th

ro
ug

h 
ma

st
ur

ba
tio

n, 
or

 ki
lle

d 
“e

xtr
a”

 u
nw

an
te

d 
ba

bie
s i

n 
th

e 
co

ur
se

 o
f 

th
e p

re
gn

an
cy

.  Y
et

 th
er

e i
s s

til
l a

 m
or

al 
pr

ob
lem

 w
ith

 th
e p

ro
ce

du
re

 it
se

lf. 
 W

hy
? 

Hu
ma

n 
be

ing
s 

be
ar

 th
e 

im
ag

e 
an

d 
lik

en
es

s 
of

 G
od

.  
Th

ey
 a

re
 to

 b
e 

re
ve

re
nc

ed
 a

s 
sa

cr
ed

.  
Ne

ve
r 

ar
e 

th
ey

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 a

s 
a 

me
an

s 
to

 a
n 

en
d, 

no
t e

ve
n 

to
 s

at
isf

y 
th

e 
de

ep
es

t 
wi

sh
es

 o
f a

n 
inf

er
til

e 
co

up
le.

  H
us

ba
nd

s 
an

d 
wi

ve
s 

“m
ak

e 
lov

e,”
 th

ey
 d

o 
no

t “
ma

ke
 b

ab
ies

.” 
 

Th
ey

 gi
ve

 ex
pr

es
sio

n t
o t

he
ir 

lov
e f

or
 o

ne
 a

no
th

er
, a

nd
 a 

ch
ild

 m
ay

 or
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
en

ge
nd

er
ed

 
by

 th
at

 a
ct

 o
f l

ov
e. 

 T
he

 m
ar

ita
l a

ct
 is

 n
ot

 a
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

pr
oc

es
s, 

an
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

no
t 

pr
od

uc
ts

.  L
ike

 th
e S

on
 of

 G
od

 hi
ms

elf
, w

e a
re

 th
e k

ind
 of

 be
ing

s w
ho

 ar
e “

be
go

tte
n, 

no
t m

ad
e”

 
an

d, 
th

er
ef

or
e, 

of
 eq

ua
l s

ta
tu

s a
nd

 di
gn

ity
 w

ith
 ou

r p
ar

en
ts

. 
In 

IVF
, c

hil
dr

en
 a

re
 e

ng
en

de
re

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

te
ch

nic
al 

pr
oc

es
s, 

su
bje

ct
ed

 to
 “q

ua
lit

y 
co

nt
ro

l,”
 a

nd
 e

lim
ina

te
d 

if 
fo

un
d 

“d
ef

ec
tiv

e.”
  I

n 
th

eir
 v

er
y 

co
mi

ng
 in

to
 b

ein
g, 

th
es

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
ar

e 
th

or
ou

gh
ly 

su
bje

ct
ed

 to
 th

e 
ar

bit
ra

ry
 c

ho
ice

s 
of

 th
os

e 
br

ing
ing

 th
em

 in
to

 b
ein

g. 
 In

 th
e 

wo
rd

s 
of

 D
on

um
 V

ita
e: 

“T
he

 c
on

ne
ct

ion
 b

et
we

en
 in

 v
itr

o 
fe

rti
liz

at
ion

 a
nd

 t
he

 v
olu

nt
ar

y 
de

st
ru

ct
ion

 o
f 

hu
ma

n 
em

br
yo

s 
oc

cu
rs

 t
oo

 o
fte

n. 
 T

his
 i

s 
sig

nif
ica

nt
: 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
es

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

, w
ith

 ap
pa

re
nt

ly 
co

nt
ra

ry
 pu

rp
os

es
, li

fe
 an

d d
ea

th
 ar

e s
ub

jec
te

d t
o t

he
 de

cis
ion

 of
 

ma
n, 

wh
o t

hu
s s

et
s h

im
se

lf 
up

 as
 th

e g
ive

r o
f l

ife
 an

d d
ea

th
 by

 de
cr

ee
.” 

 Th
e d

oc
um

en
t s

pe
ak

s 
of

 “
th

e 
rig

ht
 o

f 
ev

er
y 

pe
rs

on
 t

o 
be

 c
on

ce
ive

d 
an

d 
to

 b
e 

bo
rn

 w
ith

in 
ma

rr
iag

e 
an

d 
fro

m 
ma

rr
iag

e.”
  T

o 
be

 w
ith

in 
an

d 
fro

m 
ma

rr
iag

e, 
co

nc
ep

tio
n 

sh
ou

ld 
oc

cu
r f

ro
m 

th
e 

ma
rr

iag
e 

ac
t 

wh
ich

 b
y 

its
 n

at
ur

e 
is 

or
de

re
d 

to
wa

rd
 lo

vin
g 

op
en

ne
ss

 to
 li

fe
, n

ot
 fr

om
 th

e 
ma

nip
ula

tio
ns

 o
f 

te
ch

nic
ian

s. Th
e 

de
hu

ma
niz

ing
 a

sp
ec

ts
 o

f 
so

me
 o

f 
th

es
e 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 is

 e
vid

en
t 

in 
th

e 
ve

ry
 

lan
gu

ag
e a

ss
oc

iat
ed

 w
ith

 th
em

. T
he

re
 is

 th
e “

re
pr

od
uc

tiv
e t

ec
hn

olo
gy

 in
du

st
ry

.” 
 C

hil
dr

en
 ar

e 
ca

lle
d 

th
e 

“p
ro

du
ct

s”
 o

f c
on

ce
pt

ion
.  

Inh
er

en
t i

n 
IVF

 is
 th

e 
tre

at
me

nt
 o

f c
hil

dr
en

, in
 th

eir
 ve

ry
 

co
mi

ng
 in

to
 be

ing
, a

s l
es

s t
ha

n h
um

an
 be

ing
s. 
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